RESPONDING TO REBELLIOUSNESS OR TREACHERY
ON THE PART OF A WIFE

by James Robertson

INTRODUCTION

In preparing a series of teachings on marriage which have covered awide variety of topics,
anumber of factors have come to attention:

a God intended marriage to work.

b. The church today knows amost nothing about God's form of marriage and how He
intended marriage to work.

C. The wife tears down or builds up the husbands house.

d. The wife must submit in everything, even if her husband is unjust and ungodly, just
as Jesus submitted to those who crucified Him unjudtly.

e The hushand is the head and must seek to become like Jesus.

f. Divorce isamatter of last resort and is only permitted in the case of persstent
unrepented treachery.

s} A wifewho isin grife and disagreement with her hushand causes a sensation
likened to "rottennessin hisbones' and can destroy her husband financidly by
ingsting on going her own way and dividing her husbands house.

These conclusons give rise to adilemma - if Divorceis ONLY gpplicable as amatter of last
resort after persistent unrepented treachery and if awife can destroy her husbands house by
continuous wilful disagreement, what remedies does the husband have to manage this
gtudion?

THE STRENGTH OF THE ONE FLESH BOND

Genesis 2:24, together with Matthew 19:5-6, Mark 10:8 and Ephesians 5:30-32, based on
the origina language, clearly demondtrate that the one flesh bond is an unbreskable spiritua
bond. Other scriptures taken together with Genesis 2:24 clearly indicates that the marriage
covenant is cut when aman takes awoman's virginity and that multiple one flesh bonds can
be formed and can give rise to the spiritud states known as "adultery” and "fornication”
which are amongst the most gppalling forms of spiritua carnage that are possible.

Conversdy, as aman and women give themsdaves to one another in sexud love making, to
the fullest extent possible, the one flesh bond becomes massvely strong and the spirits of the
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husband and wife become knit together so that they are truly one and can communicate,
Spirit to spirit, over great distances as though they were spesking face to face. When this
has been reached, their prayers become extremely powerful. However, very few people
reech thislevel of the one flesh bond, in fact it is probably almost unknown in the current

age.

If husband and wife are in congtant strife and have erected emotiond and spiritud barriers
which inhibit their giving in love making, the one flesh bond will remain wesk and undeve-
oped and thar marriage will remain vulnerable. Thisis another reason why rebelion and
grife on the part of awifeis so immensdy destructive within marriage.

SUBMISSION IN EVERYTHING
Asthisjourney continued, | became greetly avare of Ephesans 5:24 which Sates.

24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the

wives be to their own husbandsin e\/erYth| ng. (NKJ)

Wives are told to submit to their husbandsin EVERY THING. Not just that which they
gpprove of, not just that which they enjoy, not just that which is lawful, not just that which is
scripturd, but EVERY THING!

1 Peter 3:1-2 takes this further:

1 Wives, [l kewi SE, be submissive to your own husbands, that
even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won
by the conduct of their wives,

2 when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.

(NKJ)

The word LIKEWISE here refers back to the previous chapter which tells us to submit to
unjust masters and rulersin the same way that Jesus submitted to those who unjusily
crucified Him who "knew no sin" and who could have cdled legions of angelsto ddiver him.
In other words, this confirms Ephesians 5:24. Wives are to submit, no matter how unjust or
unGodly their husbands are.

This revelation provides awhole new dimension to why awoman should not marry aman
who isan unbdiever.

It dso became apparent that, if awife will truly submit in everything, in submisson to
scripture, God will intervene supernaturally to protect a wife whose hushand goesto far,
provided she waksin faith.

Submission is amazingly powerful, we just do not understand that power in thisage. We
must learn to submit like Jesus submitted!  This includes submission to unjust Governments,
etc!



THE IMPORTANCE OF HARMONY

As| prayed into and studied the subject, | became increasingly aware of the deep need for
husband and wife to be in perfect unity AND HARMONY. THE LORD showed me that the
husband was like the organ in agroup of musica indruments and the wife was like a
stringed ingtrument which had to be tuned to the same "key" asthe organ so that dl
musicians played in HARMONY .

Harmony is beyond agreement. Harmony is the full power of marriage through the one flesh
bond. Once aredly strong one flesh bond is in place and husband and wife are in full
agreement AND in harmony, their prayers are amongs the sweetest incense that the Father
can receive, their prayers are full of authority because there is complete agreement. Once
ther spirits are truly one and are in perfect unity and harmony, amazing spiritua power is
unleashed. Thisisone of the reasons Satan is SO intent on destroying marriage.

The following are afew scriptures which address this point:

Matthew 12:25
25 But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to them: "Every
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and every city
or house divided against itself will not stand. (NKJ)

Luke11:17
17 But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them: "Every kingdom
divided against itself is brought to desolation, and a house divided
against a house falls. (NKJ)

Amos 3:3
3 Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?

(NKJ)

Matthew 18:19
19  "Again | say to you that If two of you agree on earth
concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for
them by My Father in heaven. (NKJ)

1 Peter 3:7
7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with under standing, giving
honour to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together
of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.

(NKJ)

It cannot be stressed enough, a husband and wife who are not in agreement are a house
which isDIVIDED and it CANNOT STAND, their prayerswill be hindered and not
answered, their livesin material and SPIRITUAL TERMS, will be atota MESS.



Y &, there is S0 much teaching about wives having their own identity, etc that goes agang
the very grain of this principle. Other teaching uses 1 Peter 3:7 to make it the responsibility
of the husband to come into agreement with hiswife. That is not what thisverse says. It
says that because they are weak, husbands should be patient, tolerant, loving, etc and

accept that their wives may not immediatdy see things the way the husband does. Like
Jesus treats us, the husband isto gently guide and lead hiswife. If he does not, their prayers
will be hindered.

There CANNOT be agodly marriage where the husband isin submission to the wife. He
will then expect Jesus to submit to him!

The ULTIMATE objective isfor the husband and wife to be in such perfect unity thet their
Spirits harmonize at al times, they not only sing from the same song book but they ALSO
sgnginthesame KEY AND they sngin HARMONY'!

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HUSBAND AND WIFE ASA MIRROR OF
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE HUSBAND AND THE LORD JESUS
CHRIST

As revelation continued to come in the area of marriage, it became gpparent that, as the
husband is head of the wife and Jesusiis head of the husband, the relationship between the
husband and the wife is often (not aways) amirror of the relationship between the husband
and the Lord Jesus Chridt!

In other words;

a If the wifeis not giving fird priority to the things the husband considers most
important and is, in fact, leaving them frequently to the last and then not doing them
a dl, it isprobably because the husband istreating his calling in the same way.

b. If the wifeis dways arguing and indsts on holding on to opposing views, it is
probably because the husband is dways arguing with Jesus and holding onto views
which are contrary to scripture.

C. If thewifeis not submitting to her husband it is probably because the husband is not
submitting to Jesus.

d. If the wife's service and commitment to her husband is shabby, then it is probably
because the husband's own service and commitment to the Lord Jesus Chrigt is
shabby? Refer to Madachi for more on the topic of poor service to God and
second rate (or shabby) offerings.

e If the wifeis giving love and submission unwillingly and grudgingly and is making
fase accusations againg the husband, then it is probable that the husband is giving
love and submission unwillingly and grudgingly to Jesus and Y ahweh and is making
fase accusations againg Him through false doctrines, etc.



f. If the wifeis congtantly finding fault with her husband, then it islikely that the
husband is congtantly finding fault with God.

s} If the wifeis dow to repent when sheisin error, it is probably because the husband
isdow to repent to Jesuswhen heisin error.

h. If the wife is not making love to the husband in a pleasing and fulfilling manner, it is
probably because the husband is not praising and worshipping Jesusin a manner
that is pleasing to Jesus.

i. etc.

The bottom lineis, husband, if you don't like something about the way your wife treats you,
it is probably areflection of the manner in which you are tregting Jesusl What you are
sowing you are regping!

Thisisactudly grace from God because it provides the husband with a more tangible
indicator of his relationship with Jesus from which he can learn, make adjusments, and see
if the adjustments are taking effect.

The relationship between the father and the children isa amilar mirror of the relationship
between the father and God the Father (Y ahweh) and the relationship between the children
and the mother isagmilar mirror of her rdationship with her husband. All of these spiritud
"mirrors' are grace from God to assist usto draw closer to Him.

Thisreveaion provides agartling indication asto why it is generdly unacceptable in the
sght of God for aman to divorce his wife because of her unacceptable conduct. If Y ahweh
were to gpply the same standards, Jesus would regject us!!

If the hushand uses these mirrors as an indicator and takes action to correct his behaviour
towards Jesus but the wife perssts in her conduct because she does not want to change
behaviour learned over time, then a Stuation of divison may arise which requires further
action. Thisisthe subject of thisdocument. THEN AND ONLY THEN isshetruly in
rebdlion and is betraying her husband spiritualy.

THE IMPACT ON THE HUSBAND OF HISWIFE'SSIN

By definition, awife is under her husband's covering in the same way that the husband is
under Jesus covering.

| was shown that the "covering” can be seen asasort of rigid "umbrela’. Aslong asoneis
under the umbrella, that is under the covering, nothing can harm you. Once you step out
from under the umbrela by snning, al the forces of hell rain down upon you and Satan will
attack any way that he can.

The same gppliesto awife. Aslong assheisin complete submisson to her husband,
nothing can touch her. All attacks will be directed first at the husband, because he isthe
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covering. S0, if he Sns but she remainsin submisson, he will bear the FULL brunt of his
an.

However, if thewifeisin rebdlion, not only will her sin attract attack which will come
primarily on the husband BUT a proportion will rain down on her directly.

THE LORD showed me two dderly women of smilar age whose husbands had known each
other since childhood, had been in smilar professiona occupations and who had lived in the
same town mog of their lives. The one woman had been willingly in submisson to her
husband throughout his life and he had lived to aripe old age and she was il sprightly and
full of life. The other had ingsted on doing things "her way" and had not been in full
submission. Her husband had died at amuch earlier age and in poor hedth and she was
bent over and stooped under the weight of the sin she had brought down on hersdlf by
continuoudy stepping out from under her husbands covering AND undermining her
husband. The contrast was STARTLING!

THE LORD dso showed me that a woman who has reached adulthood without marrying,
and particularly one who has started her own career, lived on her own and had her own job
before marrying, establishes a sort of "proxy" sdf covering for hersdlf as an offshoot from
her fathers covering. If this proxy covering is not renounced and torn down and actively
replaced by her husbands covering at the time of marriage, she will experience immense
difficulty in accepting her hushand's covering and submitting to him.

Where awoman has been married and divorced and remarries, she will till be walking
under her ex husbands covering unless she renounces this covering and accepts the covering
of her new husband, assuming that her divorce was sanctioned by God, which is the case
with ardativey limited number of divorces.

Because of the power of the one flesh bond, which makes the wife bone of the husbands
bones and flesh of hisflesh, sheis able to cause a sensation of "rottennessin his bones’,
Proverbs 12:4 states that "An excellent wife is the crown of her husband, but she who
causes shame s like rottenness in his bones.” (NKJ)

By the same token, Proverbs 14:1 states " The wise woman builds her house, but the
foolish pullsit down with her hands." (NKJ)

Theimagery is powerful. A wife has been given enormous potentia for good or bad in her
husbands house.

Again, this poses the dilemma, what does a God fearing man do when his wife repegatedly
conducts hersdlf in a manner that causes her to be to him as rottennessin his bones and
which pulls his house down? Particularly, if he is seeking to love her unconditiondly like
Jesus loves and he cannot bear the thought of divorcing her but he cannot see any other
way? This document develops a scriptura approach to this problem.

THE POWER OF LOVE AND THE SHORT CIRCUIT OF FEAR



As| gained understanding in these aress, | became increasingly conscious of the need to
love like Jesusloved. A love which takes 1 Corinthians 13 and Gaatians 5 literaly:

Though | speak with the tongues of men and of angels,
but have not love,
I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.

And though | have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries
and all knowledge, and though | have all faith,
so that | could remove mountains,
but have not love,
| am nothing.

And though | bestow all my goods to feed the poor,
and though | give my body to be burned,
but have not love,
it profits me nothing.

Love sufferslong
and iskind;
love does not envy;,
love does not parade itself,
isnot puffed up;
does not behave rudely,
does not seek its own,
isnot provoked,
thinks no evil;
does not rejoice in iniquity,
but rejoicesin the truth;
bears all things,
believes all things,
hopes all things,
enduresall things.

Love never fails.

But whether there are prophecies, they will fail;
whether there are tongues, they will cease;
whether thereis knowledge, it will vanish away. (NKJ)
1 Corinthians 13:1-8

But the FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT is:

LOVE
JOY (Gladness)
PEACE
PATIENCE (an even temper, forbearance)
KINDNESS



GOODNESS (benevolence)
FAITHFULNESS
GENTLENESS (meekness, humility)
SELF-CONTROL (self restraint, continence)

Against such thingsthereis no law.
Galatians 5:22-23

THE LORD led me to purchase the book "Lord Teach Me How To Love", by Creflo Dollar
which chdlenged meimmensdy.

As| gpplied these principles and opened my heart | began to experience a physicaly tangible
flow of love. Joyner describes an experience in "The Find Quest" which describes this far
better than | can, describing the Love that he experienced from a particular person he reports.

"Opening his arms he gave me a great hug, and kissed my forehead like
afather. Love poured over me and through me until | felt
that it would overload my nervous system. When he finally

released me | was staggering asif | were drunk, but it was a wonderful
feeling. It waslove like | had never felt it."

| began to redize that love like thisis available to each of us and it is particularly avalable to
husband and wifein marriage. THIS isthe love that husbands are commanded in scriptureto
give thar wives!!

But, to experiencethislove, we must love unconditionally, we must take down dl our defences
and we must GIVE EXPECTING NOTHING IN RETURN. THEN we will experiencethis
love flowing out of usto our wives, our children and those around usand THEY will experience
it flowing from usto the extent that they are WILLING to receive.

A wife who has her own defences up, who is not in submission to her husband, who is
betraying, criticising, finding fault with or attacking her hushand will have greet difficulty
receiving such love,

| ds0 came to understand that this form of love is POWER - thisis the power whereby Jesus
raised the dead, hedled the sick, etc. It isthe LOVE OF GOD AND THE POWER OF
GOD!!

Until we cometo wak in thislove we are powerless and usaless to God and our spouses and
our children!! Thisisanimmensdy sobering redization asvery few people on earth today even
consder that such love can exig, let donewdk iniit!

At the sametime| discovered that love has some of the characteristics of an eectric current -
that is why we sometimes experience tingling and similar sensations under the anointing. It
flowsto thosewho will recaeiveit BUT, if aman'swifeisin bondageto fear, doubt and unbelief
and these trigger rebelion and lack of submission in her - this connects her to Satan's
NEGATIVE power - thisisnot a power source, it isa power drain.

So when aman isstarting to walk in thiskind of love and his wife suddenly opens her heart to
fear or rebdlion, he is connected directly to the Power of God (Love) and she is connected



directly to the power hungry world of Satan's fear which is NEVER SATISFIED. This
produces an outcome like a short circuit in dectricity. If a massve pogtive eectric potentid
is suddenly directly connected to earth with no resstance, massive eectric current's flow until
the conductor burns out or the power source is exhausted.

In this case, God's love is NEVER exhausted, so the conductor, the husband, suffers
MASSIVE spiritua overload and finds himsdf completely spiritudly debilitated! Because he
isonewith Chrigt and is sarting to tap into the Love Power of God and hiswifeiswakingin
fear and istapping into the negative drain of Satan's power, something has to givel

Either:

a The husband puts up abarrier between himsdf and Jesus Christ and stopstapping into
the power of God.

b. The hushand puts up a barrier between himsdf and his wife to prevent her short
circuiting hisloveto fear.

C. The wife changes her behaviour, ressts fear, submitsto her husband and receives his
love and loves him in return.

Clearly the first option is unthinkable - to do this the man would be making an idol of hiswife
and putting her before hislove for Jesus.

Equaly dearly the third option is the option to be preferred.

HOWEVER, sadly, the wife does not dways see thingsthisway. If sheisinbondageto fear
and is bdieving Satan's lies, she cannot necessarily take the spiritua measures necessary to
resst Satan and accept her husbands love in humble submission. In such acase, the husband
is left with NO CHOICE but to adopt the second option, that is to put in place a protective
barrier to prevent his wife's fear, doubt and unbdlief, from short circuiting hislove.

In doing this, he must act in love in order that he can come to the place where "perfect love
cagsout dl fear"!

Incidentaly, asmilar thing happensin our relationship with Jesusand the Fether. If wetgpinto
fear, He cannot pour His love into us because we would be destroyed by the raw spiritud
power flowing through us. We have to resst the devil and in particular, resist fear, and seek
HisLove.

If we do not and get into increasing Sin, there comes a time when our didoyalty creates a
distance / separation in which He isforced to take Hishand off usand permit usto go theway
we have chosen. At thistime He cannot pay attention to certain of our prayers-- many people
have described this as a "brass ceiling” experience. Notethat in aCourt of Law a"prayer” is
the request or gpplication of the gpplicant in a Court action -- if the applicant is legdly
disquaified, then the court pays no attention to the prayer.

At this point, Satan has effectively Carte Blancheto usedl our sin and to attack usin any way
he chooses.



Note that Y ahweh does not command or force our love or submissonto Him. Hegivesusa
free choice. By the same token, a hushand cannot command or force hiswife to love him or
submit to him. The husband thus finds himsdf in aVERY difficult postion.

This spiritua short circuit is the fundamentd driver behind God's SPIRITUAL definition of
treachery or fornication (porneiad) which is the ultimate scriptura basis for divorce. That is,
when apoint is reached where the didoydty and the treachery and the resulting spiritua short
circuit have become so entrenched and so persistent and the wife shows no signs of repenting,
then, and ONLY THEN, may the husband divorce her.

Agan, we find oursalves with a gap in our understanding between the point a which the
husband first becomes aware of this short circuit or treachery and the point at which hiswife's
persstent treachery warrants divorce in the sght of God.

RESPONDING TO A WIFE'STREACHERY

God's way is easy and profitable but requires persona salf-discipline and VOLUNTARY
SACRIFICE. Rebdlion is an inggtence on seeing God's way as being burdensome,
unprofitable and persondly prgudicid. Thisresultsin refusa to discipline onesdf and to give
the required sacrifices of service, love, praiseand worship. Rebdlionfavours sdf-service, sdlf-
love, sdf-righteousness and generd idolatry of sef! Rebellion semsfrom pride, from 1", from
Satan.

Godly love is something thet is given fredy, so it isgodly submisson. If awiferefusestolove
her hushand in terms of a1 Corinthians 13 (believesthe beg, etc, etc) he can do nothing about
it in his own grength.

Asmuch ashis spirit isgrieved and hurt, thereisNOTHING he can do to obtain loydty, love
and submission that she chooses not to given as a free-will offering. The more he shouts,
castigates and upbraids, her in response to her treachery, the more fear will grab her and
entrench the lies that she bdlieves about him!

Thisis profoundly chalenging in terms of the scriptures regarding rottennessin the bones, etc.

If the husband seekstowalk in love and put God firgt in hislife, the morethelove of God flows
through him to hiswife, the more debilitating any act of treachery on her part will be. Heinturn
isrequired not to revile (1 Peter 2).

In congdering this Stuation, we must note that nowhere in Scripture do wefind any versesthat
expressy command or even permit a husband to discipline arebelious wife,

Although one might argue from the scriptures relating to the "chastening of THE LORD
(YAHWEH?Y)" that there is some basis

Deuteronomy 11:2 : "Know today that | do not speak with your children, who
have not known and who have not seen the chastening of the LORD your
God, His greatness and His mighty hand and His outstretched arm--

(NKJ)
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Job 5:17 : "Behold, happy is the man whom God corrects; therefore do not
despise the chastening of the Aimighty. (NKJ)

Proverbs 3:11 : "My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, nor detest
His correction; (NKJ)

Hebrews 12:4-9 :
4 You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin.
5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as

to sons. "My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be
discouraged when you are rebuked by Him;

6 For whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son
whom He receives."

7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for
what son is there whom a father does not chasten?

8 But if you are without chastening, of which all have become
partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons.

9 Furthermore, we have had human father swho corrected us, and

we paid themrespect. Shall we not much morereadily bein subjectionto
the Father of spiritsand live? (NKJ)

HOWEVER, dl of these relate to YAHWEH (The Father) treating us as children NOT Jesus
disciplining Hisbride. So the scriptures gpply to afather and hischildren NOT ahusband and
his wife. BUT, this does indicate that either YAHWEH or Jesus will discipline the wife since
Y ahweh disciplines us on behaf of His Son, Jesus, presumably Jesus will discipline our wives
on our behaf! YAHWEH uses Satan as the "adversary” or "destroyer” to discipline us, asis
clearly shown by Job's experience.

Thisisthe bottom line of the answer | got to my prayer about how to respond to atreacherous
wife when ahusband has done dl he knowsto do to get hisown liferight with Y AHWEH?. The
answver was Smply, "hand her over to Satan that she may learn to submit'!!

UNDERSTANDING THE SCRIPTURAL BASIS

In terms of the preceding discussion it is apparent that a time will come where the husband is
no longer able to bear these attacks by hiswife. This assumesthat he HAS lad down hislife
in prayer and fagting and in seeking YAHWEH for guidance in judgement of his own sn AND
the an of hishouse. Also that he has accepted his accountability before God for the sn of his
house and has responsibly sought to ded with every area of gn in his life and the life of his
family that the Holy Spirit has convicted him of.

Once he has done thesethings, and ONLY once he hasdonethemto Y AHWEH'S satisfaction,
will the hushand find himsdlf in aposition to take the next step which isto withdraw his covering
and hand hiswife over to Satan to be disciplined for her OWN sin. The husband REMAINS
accountable to YAHWEH for hissin and the broader sin of hishouse and must redlisethat when
he takes this step, he must expect any aress of his life where he is being less than diligent in
attending to correcting his own sin to come under aharsh spotlight before the judgement seet!

1 Corinthians 5:4-7 provides the scriptura basisfor this.
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4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered
together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ,
5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the
flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord
Jesus.

6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven
leavens the whole lump?

7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump,
since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was
sacrificed for us. (NKJ)

This passage relaesto aparticular instance of sexua snwhich isnot relevant to thisdiscussion
but it confirms a scripturd principle which is clearly evident in the passages regarding the
chagtening of THE LORD cited above and particularly in Job's experience.

From consideration of this it became clear that once the husband has done dl that he can do,
by which | mean repested prayer, prayer and fasting, humbling himsdf before Almighty God
and repenting and making right, explicitly acknowledging hiscovering before God and explicitly
praying to extend his covering over his wife and accepting respongbility for her sns AND
seeing his reationship with Jesus and YAHWEH mirrored in hiswife and children respectively
and diligently seeking to wak in 1 Corinthians 13 love, THEN and only THEN AND
preferably at the leading of the Spirit of God, may he take action againg hiswife.

Such action will comprise

a The hushand withdraws his covering over hiswifein respect of al snwhere sheisnot
in submisson to him and isin rebelion to him.

b. The husband asks the Father in the Name of Jesus to JUDGE his wife severdy and
correct her harshly that they may come into unity before God.

At the same time, the husband must continue to seek God's judgments in his OWN
LIFE.

C. The husband hands hiswife OVER TO SATAN tha she may learn to submit, cease
to fear and cease to rebel.

d. The husband increases hisintercession and prayer for hiswife's ddiverance and wages
whatever spiritud warfare the Spirit of God leads him to wage.

e The hushand erects a spiritud barrier to prevent the short circuiting of hislove. In
other words, he does NOT stop loving her BUT HE DOES STOP POURING HIS
LOVE OUT TO HER. In this mode he should refrain from sexud intercourse unless
his wife expresdy comes to him for love making, he should refrain from over acts of
love (hugs, kisses, etc) towards his wife, unless she expresdy comesto him for them
withasubmissveattitude. He should refrain from any other overt gestures of love that
he has been making in an effort to win her affection.

A husband isNOT told anywhere in scripture to "court” hiswife to win her affection.
Both are commanded by scripture to love and the giving and receiving of love are
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required to be unconditiona -- there is therefore NO onus on him to make overt
gesturesto win her love. Infact, ahistory of seeking to earn hiswifeslove MAY be
a the heart of the problem.

The husband isNOT to be unpleasant to hiswifein ANY way. He s not to sulk or
in any other way punish her by his behaviour other than to send her a clear message
that her behaviour is NOT acceptable and that he is obliged to take measuresto safe
guard himsdf spiritudly.

f. At the same time, the husband should spdll out to hiswife that she is now accountable
before God for her conduct inthe areas stated and that heisno longer going to express
continuous concern regarding unscriptural conduct -- this assumes that he has taken
ALL REASONABLE MEASURESto ensure BEFORE taking thisstep, that hiswife
understands what behaviour is unacceptable and what the SCRIPTURAL BASISis
for his gating that this behaviour is unacceptable. A series of teaching tapes are
available which address many of these factorsin some detail.

Once this has been put in place, the husband MUST be sensitive to discern the point at which
hiswifeis ready to repent and turn around. Whether that happens after afew hours or days
or weeks can only be determined by the Spirit of God. If heis truly walking in love, the
husband should be congtantly on the look-out for indicationsof heartfelt desirefor changeand
he should not hesitate to intervene when it gppears certain thet thisisin place.

Since the husband is responsible for teaching his wife, he must then guide her to ded with
whatever issues may be required and lead her gently to making the necessary confessions of
her ain, repenting and receiving forgiveness from himsdf, praying the necessary prayers of
confession, repentance and receiving of forgivenessto the Father. Thisisnot atimefor "l told
you 0", itisatime for sober rgoicing, a repentance and hedling of the marriage rdationship.
2 Corinthians 2:1-11 provides the scripturd basis for such restoration:

1 But | determined this within myself, that | would not come again
to you in sorrow.

2 For if | make you sorrowful, then who is he who makes me glad
but the one who is made sorrowful by me?

3 And | wrote this very thing to you, lest, when | came, | should
have sorrow over those from whom | ought to have joy, having confi-
dencein you all that my joy isthe joy of you all.

4 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart | wrote to you,
withmany tears, not that you should be grieved, but that you might know
the love which | have so abundantly for you.

5 But if anyone has caused grief, he has not grieved me, but all of
you to some extent-- not to be too severe.

6 Thispunishment which wasinflicted by the majority

is sufficient for such a man,

7 so that, on the contrary, you ought rather to forgive
and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up
with too much sorrow.

8 Therefore | urge you to reaffirm your love to him.
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10.

9 For to thisend | also wrote, that | might put you to the test,
whether you are obedient in all things.

10 Now whom you forgive anything, | also forgive. For if indeed |
have forgiven anything, |1 have forgiven that one for your sakes in the
presence of Christ,

11 lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant
of hisdevices. (NKJ)

At this point, the husband should, in the presence of his wife, expresdy pray to extend his
covering over hiswife once more, to accept responsbility for her sin, torelease dl barriershe
has erected AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, instruct Satan to desist from taking any further
action againg his wife independently of himsdf.

His wife in turn MUST understand that such an event in her lifeisEXTREMELY SERIOUS
and isastep down aroad which may ultimately lead to divorce and potentidly loss of salvation.
She should thereforereverently fear the recurrence of such asituation and should seek God and
the guidance of her husband with renewed vigour in order to come into agreement and
HARMONY with him.

Note that this action, which in terms of the current church paradigm would be viewed asvery
harsh, isto the contrary, an act of mercy. It isfar better that an offender is handed over for
disciplining than that they should be divorced, which impliesthat they are beyond redemption.

CONCLUSION

This is an immensdy chdlenging subject. However, it is criticd in this age where over two
thirdsof dl marriagesend in divorce with reports of more reportsin the church than outside the
church!

Furthermore, with increasing indications that GREAT spiritud tribulation is ALREADY upon
many in the church and that great physicd tribulation in the form of apossiblethird world war
or mgjor persecution is not far away, it is vitd that dl who cdl on the name of the Lord Jesus
Chrigt sanctify themsdalves and set themsalves gpart for His service. This REQUIRES that
those whose marriages are not dl they could be, take all necessary measures to seek
Y AHWEH? to restore and heal their marriages. The principles set out in thisteaching and those
that are presented in the tape serieswhich preceded it, are vital to accomplishing thisobjective.

Findly, Y AHWEH? intends marriage to be the most wonderful experience on earth. Heliterdly
intends it to be "heaven on earth” in terms of the magnitude of love, the magnitude of spiritud
power, unity, etc. | chdlengedl who read thisto set asidedl ideasyou have of marriagewhich
do not fit this description and DARE TO BELIEVE THAT YOUR MARRIAGE CAN BE
HEAVEN ON EARTH!!

May YAHWEH
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1 (THELORD) blessyou and keep you and make Hisface to shine upon you, in the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, King of Kingsand Lord of Lords and saviour of the world.

James Robertson
Emal :james@end-time-issues.org.za
Telephone . ++27-(0)83-251-6644.

1 NOTE (1) : Theword "YAHWEH?" is used in this document to reflect the fact that the correct translation
of the Hebrew word generally translated "THE LORD" in the King James V ersion and many othersis, in
fact, "YAHWEH". YAHWEH isthe proper name for our God and occurs 6,828 timesin the Old Testament.
Vines states:

"LORD

The divine name YHWH appears only in the Bible. Its precise meaning
is much debated. God chose it as His personal name by which He related
specifically to His chosen or covenant people.” (from Vine's Expository
Dictionary of Biblical Words, (Copyright (C) 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

By way of analogy, my proper nameis"James" and | have the designation of "husband" to my wife, it
would not be indicative of ameaningful marriage relationship if my wife were to constantly refer to me
as "husband" rather than "James". Inthe sameway, it isnot indicative of ameaningful relationship
with our God to refer to Him as "Lord" rather than "YAHWEH" when He has given us His name to use
and uses it throughout scripture.

For more information refer to the book "The Sacred Name" published by Qadesh La Y ahweh Press,
available on the internet at:

http://www.yahweh.org/publications/pdf 1/sacrednm. pdf
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